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Lakewood, Ohio, a western suburb of Cleveland, is a city ~~th a 

par td cul.ar Ly at.t.ract.t ve , recently-remodeled public library building. 

hnd, we c~~ tell - merely by watching the pa ade of mothers, bicyclp. s, 

and baby carria ges goin g into the library that it is not only an at ­

tractive and inviting building, but is also a very busy and bus tling 

pl ace . If we want to see an especially busy time, let's go to the lib­

rary early some summer evening. It is about 7:30, and for some fifteen 

or twenty minutes, many teenagers have been going in the front door, 

tu!~ing rig~t, going down a flight of stairs, and assembling in a con­

ference room in the basement. It is Summer Forum time. We shall pre­

tend that this is 1956. For in that year, over sixty young people ar ­

t i ci a t ed in these di sc us s i ons on foreign ~ r fa i rs - the large t attenda~ c e 

was fifty-seven and the smallest was thirty-six. Six meeting s ere el d , 

and in each session a different phase of the topic, "The Mid l e-E a t 

Hot Bed for a Cold War?," was heatedly discussed. After each r el uct antly­

terminated meeting, many of the young people talked informally for fif t een 

or twenty more minutes on the front steps of the library and finally ad­

journed to "3. hambur ger heaven t aking the foreign guests with them." 

Lat er the Young People's Librarian, Miss Jane Ellstrom, heard their 

criticisfl, their requests, their praise: 

"1 may not have said mUCh, but I sure learned a lot." 

"Got any more books on Turkey? I don't think 1 icnowhalf enough 

about it." 

"This grou p is what makes summer i n Lakewood worthwhile." 

Bud weidenthal of the Cleveland Press c&me to moderate, and his 

parting remark was, "1 am a confi rmed East Si der , and for years 1 have 
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h ear d all abou t t he Wes t Side. I am delight ed to discover t a t none 

of it is t rue." 

Still l a.t er , las s Ell s t r om re ceived ap r ovi ng let t ers fr om f'o r-a i gn 

stu en t s who · d par t i ci pa t ed in th e programs , Inquiri es s to hOI{to 

st a rt such a gro u carne fro m p'L ces as di st an t as Salt L' ke Ci ty and 

o and , Calif orn i a. 

How did akewood' s pro gr am st art? About eight year s go, a gro up 

of boys CaDle regular ly into t he young people's alco ve, sat around a 

t abl e , corn er ed Mi ss Ellstrom, and t alk ed a out the to pics nearest th eir 

hear t s - f r om nucl ear fj ss i on and tensured calc ul us to United St~t es 

for ei gn pol icy . "However, th ese se si ons of wna t came to be Known as 

t he C: wder and } ar chi ng Socie t y, \.ter e cha.ract erized by rising voices 

a s t alk be came mor e hea t ed, and t he Young Adults' Li bra r i an spent many 

minu t es commenting, 'Pl ease, f el lows, can't you keep it to a dul l ro ar?' 

One ni ght after t he Young Adults' Lib r ar i an had ple a ed f or t h fourth 

or fif t h t i me, 0 young man looked u and said, 'You snow, if you'd 

f i nd us a pl ace to meet you wouldn't have to kee p shushi ng us . ' 

"Thus an i dea was born." 

And a t r adition wa s est blished. Each spring since ( except for 1955 

when the buildi ng wa s b ing remodeled and Mi s s Ellstrom w s on l e ~ve of 

absence) some si x students have met wi ~ the Young Adul t ' Librarian to 

deci de on t he br oad ar ea of di scuss i on . They divide thi s br oad su j ect 

in t o various factts and deci de on the number of mee t i ngs (u sual l y about 

si x) and t he form (discu ssion, nel , etc.) for eac h meeti ng. This com­

mit t ee of students - most of whom ar e attending college - ar e usually 

abl e to meet top:ether only once, but from th i s f i r st la nni ng eeti ng t o 

the first forum meeti ng, lett ers, request s, memor andums , and bal l ot s f l y 
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ba ck and for t h fr om l i br ar y to cam us d fro m c pus t o camp s. Mi ss 

Ellstr om i s t he coor " t or , a.s s mbl i ng r endi ng m ter i al, kee i og th e 

pl anning committee members infor med, worici ng cI a el y wit h the Council on 

Worl d Af f air s whi ch fin ds most of the sp esker s , and smoothin g out prob l.ems 

a s t hey ar i se . 

There have bee n many problems, but none so s er i ous tha t t hey have 

caused the s eries to be anyt hi ng but ver y successf 1. Topics ve r the 

ye rs ve een : 

1950 - Democr acy: Can It Com lete In t he As ' t i c M r t? 

951 - Le t ' 5 Exami ne Our Fore" gn oll ey 

195Z - tlUer i can Politics d United ~t ates Forei gn Pol i cy 

1953 - Europ e and the United St ates - ~hy Tensi on? 

1954 - Communis iunong Our Al l i es 

1956 - The Mi ddl e Eas t - Hot Bed f or & Cold War 

Th i s summer , th e gr oup pI ns t o dis cus s "Empir e and Evolu t i on - The 

Briti sh Li on Chan ges I ts Rcar ," 

The pro gr am has been res ons j bl e f or much of t he at t ent i on ir ect ed 

tow~ r ds the Youn Peo l es t Depa tment t t he Lak ewood Publ ic Libr ary. 

ile t his is perhap s t he most gl amor ous and spect a cul a r l y succes sful of 

t e cni evement s of t e de r tmen t , mucn qui et er , l es ub i ciz ed , but 

ju st a s val u bl e and su cces sf ul wor", ha s been ac compl i sh d by the dep r t ­

ment. 

But bef ore we loo k at some of t he ot her ac t i vi t i es of t he clep r tment, 

let us 1 0 0 to the pas t to see h w young peopl e ' s work in La ewood has 

dev eloped. 

The al cove was opened in J anuary, 1937. For sever el year s pr evi ous 

to thM.t time, the ne ed for spec ial !it t ent i o to youn g peopl had been 
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s t r ongl y felt. The you g peopl e were al r eaay in th e l i br ar y , and e-

cause they came in such numbers, the libr ary felt tn &t they both needed 

and deserved spec i aL attention. In the 1934 Annual Rej .or t., ivass Hary 

I ngr am, Libr arian, expl ained the situation to the Board: 

"A very definite probl em confronts us as these young 
people whose needs are lost before the unassorted arr ay of 
literature for adul t s wOlud be wonderfully helped if we could 
do in a small way what the Stevenson Room 1-lotthe Mal n Lib r ary 
does. We . ave no room to give u~ to this group, so personal 
service is more necess3ry. If gre ater help in guiding their 
re ading could be done by more personal service we would thus 
obviate much bewilderment and a great deal of misguided re ading." 

By 1934 there had been se veral small att ~pts to devote special 

a t t ent i on to this group. For three years, an adult libr~rian, Miss Hazel 

Cal dwell, had conducted a High School Girls Readi ng Club. Fr om fourteen 

to eighte en girls met every third Friday in the Trustees Room to discuss 

some of the more recent books, in the hope of ga ' ni ng an "acquai nt ce 

with and appreciation of some of the better books and authors. 11 Miss 

C I dwell felt that this continuous contact \.,ri th i:i grou p of hi gh school 

girls was valua.ble, and the girls t hemsel ves sho'loledth&.t t he too felt 

the group to be 'IoIorthwhile. As the girls graduated from high school, 

they interested some of their younger friends in the group - the group 

became self-per et uat i ng. Soree of the members who hoped to go to college 

even ~ske d for meet i ngs during the holidays. 

In 1936, additional impetus w ~s given to the establishment of a 

young people's alcove. Connections with the Lake'loloodHigh School Libr ary 

which had functioned s u branch of the ~~ i n libr~ry were severed, and 

the high school libr ary became responsible only to tile Board of Education. 

Since the public library had no lon ger any financial r es ons ibilities for 

the high school, Miss Ingr Rm felt th a t work with youn g people could be 

more heavily emphasized at the main libr ~ry and that a young people's 
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a ss i sta n t coul d be h i red . 

Miss France s Grim, the ne~ young peo pl e's &s s ista nt , came to Lake­

wood from Sou t h Bend , In di ana, in Se ptember, 1936. Soon Xi s s Gri m nd 

Hi S8 ln gr am were usin g thei r ap red sing eyes, their yards ti cks and the i r 

in genu it y to di scover a pos sib le loc~ti on f or th e youn g people ' s cent er. 

The mos t obvio us pl ace was an ~ufty room ne ar the me i n entr anc e, but both 

agreed th at, a l t hough the room might be conv enient l y empty, i t was any­

t hing but inviting, light and cheerful. Af ter more use of th e yardsti ck 

and more ar i t hmet I cal calcul a tio n, Mi s s Ingr am and M',s s Gri m de ci ded on 

t he posi ti on of t he alcove - to the l eft of the main ent rs nce , almost 

directly acros s fr om the circul ati on desk, tlOd very much visibl e to al l 

who ente re d the li br~ry. 

The a l cove was opene d in Janu ary of 1937 with a col l ect io n of some 

ei ght hundred titles. Some of th e books han bee n t aken f r om t he adul t 

collection, and many were speci al ly ordered f or the al cove . Every attem pt 

was made to obt ai n books wjt h att r ctive and wel l - r epa i r ed cov ers, as well 

as those wit h a t t ra ct i ve , ~orthwhil e, and int erestin g contents. 

In 1937 , Miss Grim too k i4i s s Roos ' cour se in young peop l e 's l i t­

era t ur e a t the Scho ol of Labr nr y Sci ence at Wes t ern Reserve Univ ersi ty 

and be gan to est ablish relat ions wi t h school s and youth gr oups . Gr ad lly 

mor e te ac hers be cum ~cq ua i nted with th e servic es of tn e publ i c l ibr ary ­

some stopp ed in to t alk to th e youn g peovl e ' s libr arian and gi ve her 

sugg es t i ons , other s sent l i st s and bi bl i ogruf hie s , and a f ew ext ended 

invit ations to Miss Gr i m to t al k to th eir cl ~~ ses. More re quest s for book 

t a.lks came fro m churc h grou ps - fro m gro ups of p r ents and from gr oups of 

young peopl e them selves. And , Ai s s Gri lli now r eports th at, "nev er before or 

since hav e I e i ven so many book t .aLks ," 
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In the fall of 1937, ~everRl tenth gr~de girls expressed a desire 

for a. book revie·.dng club, and i n October, Hi 5S Grim or ga.ni zed such a 

grou p. Twice each month - on t he seco n and f ourth Tuesd ay - nine girls 

IDet in the small club room of the libr ~ry to discuss and r eview books. 

The girls' enthus:1asm contin ued and spr ea.d, and the next fall, so as 

not to have too l arge a grou p, a second club WhS formed. This second 

group was moderately act i.ve , but never a s en thus ia s t i c as t."-le fi rst. In 

the original gr oup, t he sophomore girls bec ame busy seniors, and the lib­

raria.n once even suggested to them that she knew "they were busy, and if 

they felt that they were too busy to continue meeting, she would under­

stand • • •n They were insult ed th&t an end to the club had even been 

suggested - and met until their graduation. 

The quieter, but just as essent i al work of the dep artment al so 

progressed. Each summer 8 special r ecr ec.tion al re ~din g list was pr p.pe r ed 

and distributed thro ugh the schools. Other lists were pr epare d by th e 

young people's libr ar i an throughout the year. The file containin g voca­

tion al material was moved next to Miss Grim's desk, and she continued to 

expa nd it. She did not attem pt any indexing until a special need was noted • 

.Ii. hig h school hi s t or y teacher van t ed her cl a.sses to re ad hl s tor i ca.I novels 

with American backgrounds - novels containin g actual historica l event s , 

not just "period pieces." Here was a spec.l aL need, and Hiss Grim began 

an index to historical fiction. Later this f ile was expanded and oth er 

subj ect s were inclu ded. 

Miss Grim, by virtue of her act i vi t i es in Lakewood, was becoming 

more prominent and well-known in young people's work on a local and national 

level. I~ 1938 she was a member of a Round Table of Young People's Li br arians 

that met in Steinw ay Hall a t Halle's. That same year she was Secretary and 
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Treasurer of t he Young People'5 Readin g Round Table of Amer i can Libr~ry 

Associ ation, and in 1939, bec ame the Secretary of tae Section for Workers 

with Young People of t h Oni o Library Assoc i tion. In the spr i ng of 

1942, Mi s s Gri lli resigned to head the Stevenson Room of the Cle vel d Pub­

lic Libr ary. Mer el y the fact tnat she WaS cnosen for tnis pos itio~ in­

dicates the hi gh quali ty of her work at Lakevood , and the Li bre.r ilm stated 

the.t her resi gn tion was "one of the heaviest losses ever sustajned by 

our library during the time I have known it." 

"If t hi s pioneer field of library work with young peopl e is con­

sidered on a national s ca.Le, :-ii s s Grim ranks, in my opinion, second 0 l y 

t o Miss Roos of Cleveland who is older and more experienced." 

By the time Miss Grim left, the alcove had be en r earr an ed and could ­

and did - accommod~te some 1,500 - 2,000 books .•. " a good recre atio nal 

rp ~ding collection." 

The a l cove had been the chn.rge of one person for something over 

five years, but in the next five years (1942-49), four librarians vork ed 

with Lakewood's young people. 

Mrs. Juli a Lockwood Cert i n su cceeded i,liss Grim in the f al l of 1942. 

Although rltrs. Cer t i n's first inter est was not in young people's work, 

the collection ~q d indexes were kept up-to-date, ~n d work was done with 

the schools. In an effort to further e.cquaIn t t.eacher- s ....'i th the se rvt ces 

of the library, Mrs. Certain sent nineteen letters, re questin g copies of 

reading lists and offering to place books on reserve, to nig h schoo l teachers 

of Eng'l i sn and soci al stud ies. She al so experimente d with a new type of 

club - a ~Titers' grou p - which met monthly through the summer and early 

fall of 1943. \·Je know, too, something of how her ti me was apportioned, 



for early in 1944 - April - she kept a record of the young people's re­

quests for help. 71.78% wanted assistance with school a s s i gnmen t s , and 

28.22% re quested books for recre ational re ading. 

In Septeillber, 1944, Nrs. Certain left Lakewood to accept a pos i tion 

with t!J.e University of i'1ichig..in Library, s.nd t he va cancy was irnmed:iately 

filled by Hrs •. Jane Heath who had been first assistant a t the M&.dison 

Branch for three years. Two of Mrs. Heath's innovations were ar t i cul a r l y 

successful and are still used to day. She set a si de special shelves for 

books on cl assrooill and t us sav ed time fur both ~~e students and the l ib ­

rarian. She also experimented vi t h leaving j~ckets on the new books - an 

advertising stunt th at helped to incre ase circul ation. Mi ss Gd,n's debst, e 

index was kept up-to-date, and the vocational file wa s co l et el y revised. 

During these years a lar ge nwuber came to the library for school assign ­

ments - the hi gh school was unusu ally large,and the school librHry was not 

adequ1:J.tely equi pped to fulfill :its needs. 

The ".,far unf'or-tunct.e Iy affected young people's work in Lakewood for 

in the spring of 1945 • rs. He~th took a le&ve of ~bs e n c e to join her hus­

band who was in the servi ce , Mi S3 Grace Agr j cola fi Ll ed t hi s t emporary 

v ~cancy, but l ater, in December, 1946, the vacancy becillfie permanent, and 

the librarian had to report to the Bo.rrd that t1rs. Heath who had "built 

up the department" and "contributed to it some of her own dynamic per­

sona Li ty" was resignin g to join her husband v.ho had t aken s. osi tion in 

Portl~~d, Oregon. 

Mi s s Ethel Conr ad was t nen made a ct i ng he ad of the de a r tment . , i s s 

Conr ad ' s main interest was in reference war, and al t hough lists were made 

and the indexes and book collection were not allowed to l ag , this asVT a 

rather quiet time in the a l cove . 



By this time, work with young peopl e W?LSal so be ing carried on at 

the Madison Branch Library. The collection l a s established in 1939 ­

two years a f t er Miss Gri m had set up the alcov e at the main library. ~i s s 

Betty Anne Ryl &nd, toe first assistant at the branch, organized th e collec­

tion with t he help of ~iss Grim and t~e branch libr arian, Mi s s Cottrell. 

Miss Grim and Yiiss Ryland met once a month to discuss books, and t he 

policy was est ablished - which has continued to the present - t ha t t he 

main libr ary should set the stand ard for the br anch. 

Miss Ewing, as first assistant, took charge of the collection in 1941, 

and in 1944, with ~~e new n&~e of Mrs. Heath, was transferred to the ~aj n 

library. The third person who took an interest in young people at the 

branch was Miss J ane El l stro m. ~i s s Ellstrom, the desk ?L5s i s tan t , came 

t o be - unoffici ally - in ch~r ge of work with young eopl e . The collection 

was located behind the circul ation desk and so was Miss Ellstrom - a very 

fortun ute coincidence for Lakewood. Soon Mi s s Ellst r om decided to go to 

library schoo l at West ern Keserve University, and while she attended 

school, she continued her work a t t he circul ation desk - and wit h young 

people. 

I n May , 1948 she resigned to take a position in Clev el and, and, a 

little over a year later - in October, 1949 - returned to L "ewood to head 

the Young People's Department at the ll,~in library. While Mi s s Ellstro m 

is well-known for her cre~tion, Summer Forum, she has done far more than 

organize an active discussion group. 

Perhaps her most import ant - but least tan gi bl e - acco mplishment has 

been in building up good will for tile library. The alcove hus come to be 

a place where return ing college st udents will be recognized and welco med 

and where re al interest will be shown 1n their new activities. One very 
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ef fe cti ve mean s for maklng the l i br ary ~ sort of n c1e ~ri ng-house n f or i o-

f ormat i on h~ s been th e Noel Regi ster. Thi s w~s st~rted i n 195 and Is a 

convenient yay t o answer t he young ,eople ' !" Jer nnf aL, "vho' 5 home?" In 

the regi ste r - a 1 r ge book wj til ' ~oe for each let t r of te l habet ­

th e returning st uden 5 sign t heir name , s chool , vhen they .nIl b home. 

an yhere t h y may be r a ch(d . Th s convenient directory - whi ch :1i ss 11­

s tr om r.oiot s out ha s oft n aided t h se eKer f or a N Yea r t s Eve da e - en­

ables t e youn g eo Le to keel' :in t ouch wi t, t.n li r ur y and vi th EL.C 'l 0 ther , 

Relations with th schools h v beco me clo ser . The bi gh schoo li rar hm , 

I i s s laney Jone s, ha s rovi ded ;-Hss E.lls trv lI1with cour s e lists f or r ese rv e 

books, and the two have F'xchang c l o 1 r ecd ing l:i st. s , T 5 •• 0" .... , f or 

, .t F \," Sf ] l ~ tro~ h~5 ~~pn in i ed t o s eaK to l € opnior s t o 

ecommod books for conti:1 uing refl.ding after 5raduation. iss llstrom has 

alwa .s S oken to t oe nin t h gr'd er s w 0 a re oout t o e t er senio r higb eh ~1 . 

oar li s t, "Books for Ne... Hi ghs" is c nged every yE-M it is nr . unannot.at.ed 

l ist ( tne t i t l es a r e ar n ged only in bro subj ect ro uj.I g~ ) and sh hop es 

t hat by t his mp.ans she will encour~g e the yo g 'eo le to a sk h r f or more 

inf ormat i on ab out, the books so t hat she ld ll meet rna e of her nev r ea er-a; " 

Anot her Yay of gai ni ng eo I e 's - especia ll y yo g eo Ie 's - confI dence 

nd good will Ls bv maki ng them fee l th at, the r e n eded. 4i s s E ls t rom 

sometime!:' re1ie ~ on t he young people t o j ud::re wh t he to. book bei ng onsid er ed 

or u chas e ",ill be of jot .re st to oun ~ eo e . I f she is doubt fu l a s t o 

t he " i nte r es n of a book , she may nand it t o any one of ~hou t t wenty of her 

1!book rev i ewer s . " The se yo g eopl,e nev r meet as a gr o " but ar-e on c 11 

t ny ti me f or th e r - usue."l y v er . r el i able - oVi ~ i o s . 



Mi ss El lstrom has or gani zed a Jun i or Gr e t Books Dis cuss i on roup 

(1949) and seve 1 cont es ts - one, " ha t Hakes a oak. ' Good ' 'i'" w....s held in 

1953. I n 1954, a a t t empt was made th rough an Ameri can Her t.age I acuesfcn 

r ou t o r each out - or - school youth f r om sevent een to t wentv- f i ve . Because 

some sixt y er cen t 0 L~ ' 6WOOd young people go to col l egp, th re w~s'5 not 

a l~rge per ce t a e f rom whi ch t o dr w. Fi f t een eo~ e e roll ed i n t,e grOl p , 

and 01 e ce.me r egul ar y to the ei ght bi -weekl y meeti ga . I thou €,~ the grou 

was smal l , t he cal i bre was excell ent . A second gr o p wai ch met i n 1956 was 

even mor e s ucces sf ul . Howeve r . "t was deci ded af t er t hi s s econd ye r t at 

s i nce th r e was cons i der Rbl e prepa r tio n i nvol ved f or e ch meeting , the young 

adul t s ' I i b ra r-i ant s t i me could robab y be used to bet te r advantu oe on the" 

f l oor , and the gr ou was i s can tin ued , 

~Young eo Ie 's work ha s een sOllewh:::.t n glec t e + t e ded i 0 Br nch v 

sinc e Mi ss El l s tr om lef t th er e i n 1948. In 1949 , Uss I1ur iel i-:est ook cha rg e 

of t he wor k, and , tha t summer , or gani zed e Teen-To s Club, a sort of soc ia l 

se rv ic e gro u for gi r ls of f or ei gn pnr ent s . The gro up was f ormal l y org i zed ­

with a const i t ut i on and off i cer s - and t ei r mee t in gs de I t wi th suc t hi ngs 

a s " s t Le, " "bat hs , " " r ooming, " .ind "dat .es , " Usual l y th e m et i n 5 cons i s ed 

of l ect ur es fo l l owed b. di scuss i on . Books wer e handy for ~ll "plem nt ary r ad-

in g_ When Mi ss Hes t l ef t t . e f o110wi g ye~r, the group wa.s dis con " ue • 

·ne e 1950, ~o one has one muc. 5 ci war • with y ung peop.Le, \'h en 

Mr s . J OB phi ne Bie ns t adt became ra nc Li br ar i an in 1951, she moved t he 

col 1ec t i o f r om be i nd t e ci rc ul a t i on o a ~o re conveni ent l ac . 

And , s i nce t he fa l l of 1956 , when t e bu · l di ng ~S r emodel ed , t he young eo I e 

have had th ir Oh~ t t r act i ve l co~e . I t conta i ns a f j r l y good col l ect i on 

of books and mRg zi nes , th e vo e~ tionnl f 1 e , t wo t ables , and i s l oca t ed near 

t o t he a ul t re f er ence t er i al h " en t oe young I .e pIe h ve m eh oeca ai on 



t o use. r s . Bie nst rt tt nds \li t h iss El l st r o thf' €:tio s of tne 

Commit t ee on Young eo 'I e ' s Readi ng of t hE; 'l evel d P l i c Lib r 1'y a d 

devo t es t o t he young peopl e whatev er i me she c n 5 a re fra n. her oth er 

du t i es , 

A shor t t i me be ore the i"ia i son E an ch Li br a ry wa s r e ode Led , t h mai n 

l i b a ry was a lso enla rg ed . S ne e 1956 th e young eopI e nave ha d mor e s !!ice 

and th e "alc ove" has be co e a II room. II he r es en t r oom i s l a c t ed i n t he 

r e r left- hand corn er of t he f' i r -st fl oor, aWA,y f 1' III t he qui et e r adul t t udy 

bl es and ne r th e adult books - t r uvel and i ogr aphy - whi ch the young 

people use mos t fr e uent l y . Seve r a l comfort abl e cha.ir s, 0. d · s l ay a r e , a 

low ~ bl e on w ieh mat er i a l of cur l'e t i n er est is C9.S all y nd t ern t i ngl y 

distri bu t ed, and a bro Hs i g corner, m t he al cove es e i l l y _ t r a ct iv e . 

Recently t he libr ary ha s urch sed for the room two \.la t er col 1's by a out h­

ful a r t i t ~ho r s just gr a 'ua t ed f r o LaAewood Hig h Sc 00 1 . 

The mat eri i n t he 1'0 m -- exee It f or t he bro wsi ng col l ect i on is 

arr ged l pha et ic al l y by au t or ' s 1 st name . A t hough s ubj ect a r~ng effi nt 

~ou ld pro~ bl y be i deal , it is not ee i l y us ed by adul t l i br a ri ns w 0 a r e 

un amil i ar ,,'1.t th e col l ect ion an d \.l a us t su er vl se it en ~i 58 Ell st r o 

i s ~ot on du ty . As an a l em a t i v e , t hi s s t ra ig' t a l phabe t i cal a r rn ement 

h s bp,en chosen . It i s ho ed t a a t it vi Ll. caus e th e l i ne be tv een fic tion and 

non-fiction to become more bl u r ed i n tI e mi nds of t he r eader s and th a t t he 

young peopl e will be encou r aged t o br owse mor e widely. 

The combi tion of t.n l s new room, a fine collect i on, and an ent us f ss t .ic 

libr ari an - t h i s yea r ' s chairman of t he As s o ci~ti on of Y o un ~ People ' s Li br ar i ans ­

h s made t e Lake wood Publ ic Li br a ry out s t andi ng f or i ts wor k ~ ith young 

people. 
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Since there has been little written on young people's work at the 

Lakewood Public Library, ~ost of t~e material for this paper came froID 

personal interviews with those who have been ~s s oc i at ed with the depart­

ment. 1 thank Miss Jane Ellstrom, ;'1155 Frances Grim, i-Irs. Jane Heath, 

and Hrs. Josephine Bienstadt for generously imparting information that 

would otherwise have been unava .i Lab'Le, 

Some information was also obtained from Annual Reports (1934-1956) 

and from newspaper clippings for those years. I am indebted to Hrs. ;'h ry 

Bloom, the Librarian, for Fermitting me to eX3mine libr~ry records. 
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